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We hope you enjoy your National Theatre 

Live screening. We make every attempt to 

replicate the theatre experience as closely 

as possible for your enjoyment.  

 

Please do let us know what you think 

through our channels listed below or 

approach the cinema manager to share  

your thoughts.

Enjoy the show

Connect with us

Explore
Go behind the scenes of The Audience  

and learn more about how our broadcasts 

happen on our website.

ntlive.com

Join in
Use #TheAudience and be a part of the 

conversation online.

/ntlive          

@ntlive 

Feedback
Share your thoughts by taking our  

short online survey and enter into a  

prize draw to win £100.  

ntlive.com/feedback

Never miss out
Get the latest news from  

National Theatre Live straight  

to your inbox.

ntlive.com/signup        

Did you know?

Running time:  
Three hours, with one 20-minute interval.
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Director Stephen Daldry
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Lighting Designer Rick Fisher
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Video Designer Ian William Galloway

Composer Paul Englishby

Hair and Make-up 

Designer Ivana Primorac

Casting Director Nina Gold

Children’s 

Casting Director Jessica Ronane

Broadcast Team

Director for Screen Robin Lough 

Technical 

Producer Christopher C. Bretnall
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Lighting  

Directors Nigel Catmur and Bernie Davis 

Sound Supervisor Conrad Fletcher

screenings around the world.

In 2018 we had

19,940

Matthew Byam Shaw for Playful Productions, Robert Fox and Andy Harries

by Peter Morgan

directed by Stephen Daldry

Cast  

The Queen Helen Mirren 

Anthony Eden Michael Elwyn 

Margaret Thatcher Haydn Gwynne

Harold Wilson Richard McCabe 

Gordon Brown Nathaniel Parker

John Major Paul Ritter

David Cameron Rufus Wright

Winston Churchill Edward Fox 

James Callaghan / 

Private Secretary  David Peart 

Equerry Geoffrey Beevers 

Young Elizabeth Nell Williams

Bobo MacDonald /

Private Secretary Charlotte Moore

Junior Equerries /

Footmen       Harry Feltham and Matt Plumb

The Queen’s Dresser / 

PA  Spencer Kitchen

The Queen’s Dresser Elaine Solomon

Cecil Beaton / 

Detective   Jonathan Coote

Detective / Policeman Ian Houghton



What do you think makes this  

play classic?

Miller’s craft. This play has been solidly 

built from the ground up, and Miller has 

created a world that will irresistibly pull  

an audience into its orbit and let them 

engage with the grave realities of our 

condition, whilst making it captivating and 

touching in the familiar form of a realistic 

family drama. It’s a classic for good reason.

What is your vision for bringing this 

production to the stage?

Arthur Miller seems to be writing about 

the bigger economic picture and how the 

capitalist system works. He lays out a dog-

eat-dog vision of the world where people 

think of themselves as individuals rather 

than as members of a wider community. 

The individual and his family is at the heart 

of the American Dream. 

Our production plays gently with this 

construct in a way that I hope will 

encourage audiences to consider the 

political questions Miller is asking – without 

getting in the play’s way. All My Sons has 

only become more urgent in the 72 years 

since Miller first laboured over it. 

What are the challenges of directing this 

play and how will you approach this?

The complexity and subtly of the characters 

and how their truths collide requires some 

psychological insight and theatrically.  

The play needs a rhythmic and dynamic 

control that I enjoyed learning and, crucially, 

I’m hoping remains unseen. I want the 

audience to get swept into an intense 

and immersive experience. The biggest 

challenge was casting it and I’m delighted 

that we’ve got such an exciting ensemble: 

great actors in each and every role.

Directing Arthur Miller’s All My Sons

Director Jeremy Herrin answers a few questions about his approach to All My Sons.

National Theatre Live

National Theatre Live distributes  

world-class theatre straight from stages 

across the United Kingdom to cinema 

screens around the world.

Working with the best of British theatre 

companies and producers, we 

simultaneously broadcast live theatre 

shows to cinemas in the UK, Europe  

and sometimes North America, as well as 

capturing the live performance for encore 

screenings in other territories. 

Our live broadcasts and screenings  

have been seen by over 8 million people  

in 2,500 cinemas in 65 countries since  

we launched in 2009. 

The Old Vic

Headlong
Headlong is one of the most ambitious 

and exciting theatre companies in the UK, 

creating exhilarating contemporary theatre: 

a provocative mix of innovative new writing, 

reimagined classics and influential 20th-

century plays that illuminate our world.

The Old Vic aims to be surprising, 

unpredictable, ground-breaking, rule-

breaking, independent, accessible  

and uplifting. Today, Artistic Director 

Matthew Warchus is building on 200 years 

of creative adventure. A not-for-profit theatre 

operating a breakeven budget in a historic, 

Grade II* listed building with the help of  

£3.6 million of philanthropic support every 

year from generous supporters, the building 

is open and alive day and night.

Coming soon 
Find the next broadcast or screening near you at ntlive.com

adapted by Helen Edmundson

based on the novel by Andrea Levy

a National Theatre production

Andrea Levy’s Orange Prize-winning novel 

Small Island comes to life in this epic new 

theatre adaptation.

Hortense yearns for a new life away from 

rural Jamaica, Gilbert dreams of becoming 

a lawyer, and Queenie longs to escape her 

Lincolnshire roots. 

Embark on a journey from Jamaica to 

Britain, through the Second World War 

to 1948 – the year HMT Empire Windrush 

docked at Tilbury.

The story of a family and a company that 

changed the world, told in three parts on 

a single evening. 

Sam Mendes directs Simon Russell Beale, 

Adam Godley and Ben Miles who play the 

Lehman brothers, their sons and grandsons.

HHHHH
‘An astonishing evening…  

an acting masterclass.’ 

Guardian

by Stefano Massini  

adapted by Ben Power 

from the National Theatre  

and Neal Street Productions

Rule Britannia

National Theatre Live

A modern constitutional monarch reigns 

but does not rule. She has influence rather 

than power. Her influence is exerted by 

means of three fundamental constitutional 

rights: the right to be consulted, the right  

to advise and the right to warn. 

The Queen exercises these rights  

primarily through weekly meetings with  

her Prime Minister, meetings held every 

Wednesday when both are in London.  

It is these meetings that are dramatised  

in The Audience.

It is not clear when audiences began. 

During the war, however, Winston Churchill 

was accustomed to regular lunches with 

George VI. In October 1942, worried about 

the situation in North Africa, Churchill 

excused himself to go to the telephone. 

‘His conversation evidently pleased him, for 

he walked back along the passage singing 

“Roll out the barrel” with gusto, but with 

little evidence of musical talent.’1 

But regular audiences probably did not 

begin until the reign of the present Queen.

1 Duff Hart-Davis, ed, King’s Counsellor: Abdication and War: The Diaries of Sir Alan Lascelles (2006),  

p66 (Sir Alan was George VI’s Private Secretary and the Queen’s first Private Secretary)
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across the United Kingdom to cinema 

screens around the world.

Working with the best of British 

theatre companies and producers, we 

simultaneously broadcast live theatre 

shows to cinemas in the UK, Europe and 

sometimes North America, as well as 
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Our live broadcasts and screenings  
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Playful Productions

Playful Productions is an award-winning 

producer and general manager based  

in Covent Garden. Formed in 2010  

by Matthew Byam Shaw, Nia Janis and 

Nick Salmon, Playful is one of the largest 

independent theatre production companies 

in the UK.

Robert Fox has produced or co-produced 

over 50 productions in the West End, 

Broadway and beyond since forming his 

own company in 1980. He is currently 

Executive Producer on Netflix’s The Crown.

Andy Harries is chief executive and co-

founder of Left Bank Pictures, formed in 

2007. He has produced many television 

dramas in a career spanning four decades 

including The Crown, The Royle Family, 

Prime Suspect and Cold Feet.

Robert Fox

Andy Harries

An excerpt from Vernon Bogdanor’s article on the delicate balance of power between 

monarch and prime minister.


